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History of Hurricanes and facts of the Caribbean Region

1851 : the first recorded hurricane in the 

region.

1928 : First strong hurricane in the island San 

Felipe

1941 : using as a reference the novel " The 

Storm " by George Steward , the military start 

using feminine names. - to communicate the 

weather updates more effectively to the 

community.

1979: The National Meteorology Service -

now the NWS – National Weather Service 

start using the name altering of feminine and 

masculine names.

The HS usually runs from June 1st to November 30th

The peak in the Caribbean region is late August – to 

first week of October.

** Pre – Season: Mitigation



TIP #1 What this means for you and your area? - EDUCATION

** Pre – Season: Mitigation



** Pre – Season: Mitigation

GIS : Geographic Information Systems

USGS : United States Geological Survey



** Pre – Season: Mitigation

❑Know your reliable resources for

Weather Updates:

NOAA, Hurricane Center

Radio Stations

❑ Emergency Disaster Office / Area

Emergency Plans

Statewide / Local / Museum

2017 2022



Prioritize Emergencies

Actual Capabilities

Training and Plan Update

Even when we have an active 

“emergency risks”, knowing what is the 

PRIORITY is important. Having this in 

mind make the staff organize the task 

ahead.

Q&A

▪ Preventive Procedures

▪ How may staff do you have for each type 

of emergency?

▪ Equipment? Supplies?

▪ Outside help?

▪ What do I need?

EMERGENCY EVALUATION PLA

** Pre – Season : Preparation



** Pre – Season : Preparation





Reference Icons 
MHAA Emergency Plan

HEALTH 
THREATS 

Enviromental  Threats
Saharan Dust Event

Human Levels Threats
Outbreak
Epidemic
Pandemic



Salvage and 
recommended 
procedures

Trainings

Tabletop Training and Hands On experience



TIP #2: Checklist everything

- Materials: Disaster kits

- Documents

- Volunteers for pre / after

- Resources : food, water

- Mental Health

** Pre – Season: Preparation



Example:
Outdoor sculptures : cover to protect the most for incoming debris

Materials : plastic sheeting , tape and stretch wrap

** Pre – Season: Preparation
TIP #3 Start from outside / inside

- when having volunteers



TopT

** The Season: Event / Response
TIP #4 DOCUENTS in the cloud and 

in your office / house / disaster kit

DOCUMENTS

- Call tree :)

- Collection location plans 

(various copies but limited)

- Inventories

- Condition Report forms

- Damage Assessment Forms :

Institutional

FEMA standards

** nothing beats a good excel sheet



Understanding 
the actual

threat
▪ Time to activate your disaster emergency plan

▪ Talk among staff actual situation not only museum wise 

but home wise.

▪ Reinforce communication system ( it’s a most believe me)



Understanding your actual threat

▪ AFTER

▪ Power Loss

▪ Flooding due to storm surge; broken pipes

▪ Structural damages

▪ After events : more rain, extreme heat!!!!!!!!!!

TIP #5 : For extra big windows use paper 

to deflect sun/ sunshine in the indoor area.

TIP #6 : Use expandible foam to seal doors 

and other areas that are possible water 

leakage from underneath

** The Season: Event / Response



** Post Event : / Recovery TIP # 7 : Check your "people" be mindful of everyone situation

Alliance for Cultural Emergencies of Puerto Rico

RECOVERY 

It can take from 

6 to 5 years

(and counting ) after a 

catastrophic one

Know your local 

Cultural Emergency Group

Books

National groups



Thank You!
Gracias

¡Muchas gracias por su atención!
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